OUR 37TH

Cross-
country YEAR
Skiin A year-round
g recreation club
MAY 2008 NORDIC SKI CLUB OF MILWAUKEE, INC. VOL. 37, ISSUE 5

KATIE’S CORNER

Wow! A second term. Thank you very much for inviting
me to serve as your president of the Nordic Ski Club for another
year.

Cathy Yekenevicz has retired as Club Treasurer. We
thank her profusely for her years of service going back into the
early 80’s. Cathy has served as Treasurer under more Presidents
than she could count. We also thank Lois Gresl for stepping in
to finish Kate Johnson’s term. Lois served previous terms on the
Board so the transition was seamless and her input valuable.

Warm welcome to Crystal Hoecherl and Becky Yakes.
Crystal already works with the Program Committee and still
decided that she has time for the Board. Becky has graciously
agreed to take on the duties of Club Treasurer. Thank you both
for volunteering!

Volunteers are the backbone of any organization. Many
hands keep the Nordic Ski Club fun and interesting to play. Trip
leaders and the Program Committee, led by Paul Keber, have
done another tremendous job keeping us on the ski/bike/hike
trails, at social gatherings and on the waterways. You’re the
best!

A couple of the bus trips had a few open seats. Our best
referrals are word of mouth, therefore, the Board would like to
promote a new Nordic Membership Drive. Earn a $10 Ski Trip
Coupon for every new member sponsored between now and
December 31, 2008. Complete details at www.nordicskiclub.org
or from any board member.

See you on the trails this summer - Have fun and play safe!

-- Katie Biveny

2008- 2009 BOARD MEMBERS

President Katie Bivens katiebivens@sbcglobal.net
Vice President Jim Walsh jimandcali@milwpc.com
Secretary Mary Lucas plomvorn@tds.net
Treasurer Becky Yakes* r_yakes@sbcglobal.net

Al Burrill awburrill@earthlink.net

Carol Doebler
Paul Erspamer
Crystal Hoecherl*
Jean Lufburrow
Jim Zimmerman
Nancy Zoltowski
* New Board Members and Officers

tortoiseski@wi.rr.com
shystr@wi.rr.com
choecherl@yahoo.com
jeanluf@wi.rr.com
jimzim37@charter.net
nancyz4l@aol.com

CEDAR CREEK

AYH CANOE TRIP
Saturday, May 3

Nordics will join AYH
(American Youth Hostels) for a
canoe trip along a small but
interesting river, if the water
levels cooperate. This is a river
suitable for beginners. Please
bring a bag lunch, beverage, and
gloves to protect your hands.
Call Jim Marcou, AYH trip
leader, at (414) 425-9033 to
reserve a spot and to get trip
details, such as when and where
to meet. ldentify yourself as a
Nordic Ski Club member. Canoe
rental cost is $12 per person, or a
$3 activity fee if you have your
own canoe. Money should be
paid directly to Jim.
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Nordic Ski Club of Milwaukee, Inc.
(NSCM) is a membership-based outing
association active year-round since 1971.

CONTACT US AT HOTLINE
414 299-9639

www.nordicskiclub.org

For membership information, call
Kay Krebs (262) 794-0351

Officers

President Katie Bivens
Vice President  Jim Walsh
Secretary Mary Lucas
Treasurer Becky Yakes

Board Members
Katie Bivens, Al Burrill, Carol Doebler,
Paul Erspamer, Crystal Hoecherl,

Jean Lufburrow, Jim Walsh, Jim Zimmerman

and Nancy Zoltowski
Program Committee Members
Paul Keber, Chair 262-547-4827

Julie Amundson, Juanita Becker,
Mike Craig, Ann Derse,
Beth Donnelly, Crystal Hoecherl,
Mary Lucas, Joe Neidinger,
Chris Pantazon, Mary Wozniak
and Joanne Ziarek
Public Relations Chair

Paula Brookmire 414-527-0040
Clinics Committee Chair

Carol Doebler tortoiseski@wi.rr.com
Trails Committee Chair

Dick Fischer 262-968-9553
Hotline Chair

Cindy Wiktorek 414-483-5912
Website Chair

MaryLee Blodgett 414-520-5389
Historian

Paula Brookmire 414-527-0040
Newsletter Designer

Beth Donnelly

email: badonnelly@earthlink.net

7224 W State Street — Unit 2D

Wauwatosa, Wl 53213

Phone: 414-476-3025

Change of Address

Please send changes to:
Kay Krebs

1050 Weston Hills Drive
Brookfield, WI 53045

Page 2

SIP & GLIDE
CANOE / KAYAK
CAMPING TRIP

(THE SEQUEL)

Saturday, June 21 - Sunday, June 22

You’re invited to join
Jim and Paul’s second annual
Excellent Wisconsin River
Adventure in our warm-weather,
easygoing, drift-downriver
mode! We plan to “sip and
glide” on the Wisconsin River
from the historic river town of
Spring Green to Muscoda, a total
of 21 river miles.

On Saturday night, we’ll
camp on a wooded, sandbar
island. Please bring your own
boat, paddle, P.F.D., tent, bed-
ding, clothing, food, and drink.
Remember sun protection, mos-
quito repellent, and rain gear,
too. Glass bottles and containers
are prohibited to keep the Lower
Wisconsin River clean and safe
for bare feet!

Meet at our campsite in
Tower Hill State Park near
Spring Green at 9:30 am sharp
on Saturday to arrange vehicle
shuttles. A State Park vehicle
admission sticker is required.
(Many of us will camp at Tower
Hill on Friday night, June 20.)

For more information on
Wisconsin River paddling, see
http://www.iit.edu/~travel/wisriv
.html No canoe or kayak? Not a
problem. Contact these canoe
rental businesses: Bob's River-
side (Spring Green) (608) 588-
2826, or Wisconsin River Out-
ings (866) 41-CANOE. You
should reserve a rental boat
ASAP.

Questions? Contact Jim
Walsh, jimandcali@milwpc.com,
(414) 228-8229; or Paul Erspa-
mer, shystr@wi.rr.com, (414)
963-4081 or (414) 617-7235.

ee

ROLLERBLADE AT

VETERANS PARK
Saturday, May 31

Ski season end too soon?
Want to keep those legs in shape?
Bring your Roller Blades, Cat Skis
or anything with wheels to Veter-
ans Park on Saturday, May 31.
Meet Katie at 10am for a skate
along the lakefront and lunch
afterward at Alterra. If the weather
is iffy, we’ll make reservations
indoors. Let's meet at the McKin-
ley Marina North Lot (off Lincoln
Memorial Drive at the base of
Lafayette Hill and across from the
Alterra Coffee and the tennis
courts). Please R.S.V.P. by noon
on Friday, May 29th so I’ll know
to look for you: (414) 321-5487 or
katiebivens@sbcglobal.net. If your
plans change the morning of the
event, please notify Katie on her
cell (262) 327-4899.

SPREAD THE WORD!

Invite your friends to any
of our monthly meetings, events or
social get-togethers. Any friend of
yours is a friend of ours! To help
you promote the club, we have
business cards listing the Nordic
Ski Club hotline and the web site.
Extra copies of the newsletter can
be emailed from the website or
printed and handed to your friends
with an invitation to join. Please
get extra cards from club President,
Katie Bivens, or Membership
Chair, Kay Krebs. Give them out
liberally, and post them wherever
you think there might be interest.
Remember: we’re a year-round
recreation club. Spread the word!




HORICON MARSH

BIRDING AND BIKING
Saturday, May 10

Join us for an interesting day at Horicon
Marsh during the weekend of the Horicon Marsh Bird
Festival. Check out the activities for Saturday at
www.marshmelodies.com/birdfestivalevents.cfm. We
will start the day early by arriving at 8 am at the DNR
Field Office at the end of North Palmatory Street in
Horicon. Plan to leave Milwaukee by 7:10 am to
arrive in Horicon by 8 am.

When we arrive at the DNR Field Office, we
will join Bill VVolkert for a bird banding demonstra-
tion. We will get to see migrating songbirds up close
and in the hand as they are captured, banded, and
released for study. Visitors will be able to see how
and why bird banding is conducted.

At 10 am, we will take a break from the bird
festival and go for an easy 18 mile bike ride on the
Wild Goose State Trail (no fee) along the west side of
Horicon Marsh. Pack a picnic lunch to bring on the
bike ride or to eat after we arrive back in Horicon.
Bike helmets are not required but are strongly recom-
mended. Cue sheets will be provided, including one
for a 44-mile ride around Horicon Marsh if you wish
to do a longer ride.

Back at the DNR Field Office in the after-
noon, Bill VVolkert will present “An Introduction to
the Wood Warblers” from 1 to 2:30 pm. This talk
will consist of a slide presentation and hike that will
help sharpen your ability to identify these birds by
sight and sound. Contact Paul Keber at (262) 547-
4827 if you have any questions.

Directions: Drive north on Hwy 41 and go
west on Hwy 33 (Allenton exit) to Horicon. North
Palmatory Street is one of the first streets in town on
Hwy 33 — a right (north) turn after Hwy 28.

LOWER MILWAUKEE

RIVER AYH CANOE TRIP
Sunday, May 18

Enjoy a pleasant exploratory paddle on the
Milwaukee River by joining this AYH canoe trip.
The trip will start at the Lincoln Park fishing pier and
will follow the river to downtown Milwaukee. This is
an intermediate level canoe trip with several portages,
depending on the water level. We will meet at 8:30
am to shuttle vehicles before beginning the trip.
Please bring a bag lunch and beverage. Call Wayne
Peters, AYH trip leader, at (414) 541-5480 to reserve
a spot and to get trip details, such as when and where
to meet. ldentify yourself as a Nordic Ski Club
member. Canoe rental cost is $12 per person, or a $3
activity fee if you have your own canoe. Money
should be paid directly to Wayne.

R

SPRING WILDFLOWER WALK
Saturday, May 17

Wander through spectacular spring

wildflowers in the Kettle Moraine State

Forest — Southern Unit. At 10 am

sharp, we’ll hear remarks by the park
naturalist at the forest headquarters
building, and then we’ll drive to the walk site to see
the “best” wildflowers blooming this week. You may
need a State Park admission sticker for your vehicle
(annual $25; daily $7), depending on the location of
the walk. Please dress for the weather and possible
mud. Optional lunch afterward. Please call Joe at
(262) 786-8539 if you plan to attend and to reconfirm
on Saturday morning if the weather looks uncertain.

Directions: To carpool, meet at the south

Watertown Plank Road Park and Ride Lot (at High-
way 45) at 8:45 am for a 9 am departure. Or, meet
Joe at the forest headquarters building on Highway 59
about 4 miles west of Eagle at 9:45 am.

EXPLORING NATURAL WISCONSIN:
CHIWAUKEE PRAIRIE WALK

Sunday, June 1

Our second Exploring Wisconsin excursion is
to Chiwaukee Prairie, about 4 miles south of Keno-
sha. Meet at the southwest College Avenue Park and
Ride Lot (at 1-94) at 1 pm to carpool.

The only tall grass prairie remaining in Wis-
consin, Chiwaukee is home to more than 400 plant
species, including the rare pink milkwort, smooth
phlox, prairie Indian plantain, and sand coreopsis.
Each of 3 growing seasons brings a variety of wild-
flowers into bloom. Seventy-six species of birds have
been recorded, including the upland sandpiper, king
rail, and eastern meadowlark.

Depending on interest, we may visit the
nearby Kenosha Dunes, which is a good place for a
late afternoon break; so bring a snack or food to
enjoy. Please call Crystal Hoecherl at (414) 873-3034
by Noon on Saturday, May 31 to let her know you’re
coming.

Like our other exploration sites this year, it is
a Nature Conservancy preserve with guidelines for
visitors:

» Wear comfortable hiking footgear but no heavy,
cleated boots.

 Long pants with socks are suggested to protect from
insects and noxious plants.

* Bring water, camera, binoculars, field guides,
compass, sunscreen, and insect repellent.

Do not pick anything from the natural landscape,
including rocks and shells.

* No pets, bicycles, picnic fires, or fishing.







